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II.—Homer ADMINISTRATION. 


A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 29th April, says 


_ Highway sobbery on the Grand thaton the 12th April last a man was waylaid- 


Road near Searsole. 


and robbed by dacoits on the Grand Trunk 
Road near Searsole in the sub-division of Ranigunj. As incidents of this 


nature often occur on the road in question, the authorities should attend 
to the matter. The abolition of the police outpost at Searsole has led to 
an increase in the number of such robberies. 

9, The Sahachar, of the 80th April, says that the dead body of a child, 


A dead body in a lane in Calcutta. half eaten up by jackals, was found the other 


day in alane in Bagbazar, Calcutta. It was 
found on enquiry that the body had been carried off by jackals from the 


burning gh&t. Is nobody responsible for this state of things? Did not 
the people who took the body to the ghat see it burnt? 
3. The Sulabh Samdchér-o-Kushdaha, of the 2nd May, says that 
The police and the obstructionsin instead of attending to the complaint made by 
the Ichhamati river. it that the bamboos and other obstructions 
placed by fishermen in the Ichhamati river are not removed, the Deputy 
Magistrate has, it hears, issued a notice against it, calling upon it to show 
the instances in which bribes have been taken by policemen for allowing 
those obstructions to stand. The writer requested the Deputy Magistrate 
to depute an honest and conscientious police officer of rank to get all such 
obstructions removed and to enquire whether the lower police officers do 
not take bribes for allowing the obstructions to stand. No other reply need 
pethaps be given to the Deputy Magistrate's notice after this. 
4, Acorrespondent of the Bangabdsz, of the 3rd May, reports a case 
A dacoity at Tenpore inthe Nuddea Of dacoity on the 3rd April last in the house 


district, of a widow at the village Tenpore in the 
Nuddea district. 


5. The Som Prakash, of the 5th May, has learnt from the Sektd news- 


The police and the Bengali stage. oe ag that according to a recent order of 


7 Government the permission of the police 
authorities will be required before putting a Bengali play on the stage. As 


the police can, under the existing law, easily suppress any unlawful publica- 
tion, what is the meaning of this new order P | 
6. A correspondent of the same paper says that at the present 
Police administration in the Rana. moment theft and dacoity are very rife in the 
chat sub-division. Ranagbat sub-division and the police are unable 
to trace the.culprits. In some cases the policemen themselves are guilty 
of thefts. Mahadev Singh and Bandi Lal Singh, two constables of the Santi- 
pore police, are suspected of having committed theft in the shop of Tarak 
Nath Roy of Dakgharpara, Santipore. Inquiry into the case left no doubt 
about the guilt of the constables, and they were not charged with theft 
ae because legal proof of their guilt could not be had. The fact is that 


the case was not properly investigated. After what has happened, it is for 


the police authorities to consider whether or not they should retain the 
services of the suspected constables. 


| (0) — Working of the Courts. 


1. The Dainik-o-Samdchdér Chandrikd, of the 6th May, is glad that p 


Mr. Bolton. Mr. Bolton is winning golden opinions in his 
mae | capacity of Collector of the 24-Pergunnahs. 
kort him the sufferings of the poor ryots of the khas mehals have 
iminished, and he is also very kind to his subordinates. The writer blamed 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Apl. 29th, 1890. 


SaHACHAR, 
Apl. 30th, 1890. 


SuLABH SAMACHAR-O- 
KuUSsHDABA, 


May 2nd, 1890. 


BANGABASI, 
May 3rd, 1890. 


Som PRAKASH, 
May 5th, 1890. 


~ $0M PRAKASH. 


AINIK-0-SaMACHAR 
CHANDRIEA, 


May 6th, 1890. 


SamaYa, 
May 2nd, 1899. 


SURABHI-0-PaTAaK 4, 
May 2nd, 1890. 


SURABHI-O-PATAKA. 
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Mr. Bolton when he deserved blame, and he is praising him now when he 
deserves praise. The writer is glad whenever he can honestly praise , 
Civilian. 


(d)—Hducation. 


8. The Samaya, of the 2nd May, says that the news that of the ty, 
examiners, Mr. Hill and Pandit Harish 
Chandra, who stand charged with hayip 
disclosed questions set at the last F. A. Examination, the former has beep 
acquitted, hus not given it satisfaction. As both of them are guilty, both of 
them ought to be punished. Last year some eight or nine of the questions 
set by an examiner on the “ laid” and the “ Spectator ” fell into the hands 
of the writer, and the examiner remained unpunished because the fact of the 
disclosure was not generally known. This year Dr. Gurudas is Vice-Chap- 
cellor of the University, and the public expect even-handed justice from him, 
9. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 2nd May, says that formerly the 
greatest respect was shown to the teacher who 
displayed perfect self-control, and who did his 
duty quietly and uncomplainingly. The example set by such a teacher was 
eminently calculated to keep up a high tone of morality among the pupils, 
In the course of time, however, the teacher has come to be judged bya 
different and a very inferior standard. He isnow judged by his position in 
the Education Department, the nature of the post he holds, and the amount of 
his salary. This being the case, it has now become the aim of all teachers to 
acquire wealth and influence at the sacrifice of their higher moral nature, A 
general rise in the prices of necessaries has increased their wants and made 
them more than ever anxious to increase their income. As a consequence, 
most of those serving in the Education Department are dissatisfied with their 
lot, and many of them have left that department either in disgust or 
in despair. The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, the Surabhi, the Samdj Darpan, 
the Praja Bandhu and the Stkshé Darpan were started by dissatisfied officers 
of the Education Department, while the Dazntk and the Bangabdsi are at 
the present moment conducted by such men. This spread of dissatisfaction 
in the ranks of teachers by lowering the tone of their morslity is undermining 
morality among their pupils. The Government’s practice of rewarding the 
pushing teacher, who knows how to make his complaints heard and his grievan- 
ances considered, and overlooking the claims of those who go on doing their 
duty silently and uncomplainingly has also tended to produce the same 


The F. A. Examination scandal. 


Cause of school-boy immorality. 


effect. Unless, therefore, Government learn to respect and reward a 


high tone of morality in the teacher, to punish the immoral teacher, and to 
remove the dissatisfaction now prevailing in the Education Department, n0 
moe? of moral text-books like Mr. Tawney’s compilation will make boys 
moral. 

10. A correspondent of the same paper thus criticises the book called 
“The Way to Health,” and its Bengali trans: 
lation. me 

The book seems to be written by some influential Saheb, and 18 
translated into Bengali by some Bengali gentleman who enjoys the favour 
of the Sahebs. To speak of the translation first. Tne Janguage of the 
translation is very bad, so much so thatthe writer does not remember to have 
seen language so bad in any other school-book. Every line of the translation 
shows that the translator never wrote Bengali before. Perhaps the trane- 
lator was asked to translate the book into plain and simple Bengali, and he 
has therefore disfigured his translation by the use of vulgar words. A large 
number of books intended for the masses are now being published in Europe 
and America, and not one of those books contains vulgarisms. Surely 
using plain and simple language does not mean murdering language. The 


“The Way to Health.” 


1. 


‘on would have been much better if it had been done by a practised 
area the following lines from the beginning of the translation :— 


atat| 38% TE tife sia alas) cy cage alattas faces are af afavs aiife ol az 
anaree ater aface tft | Here the translator writes the vulgar from o& 


for tei. But whilst using a vulgarism like this in one place of the book, 


he has in other parts of it used such high-sounding words as twettnte, 
ceafis, neifare,  Bettwia, and such scientific terms as ewtatreia, 


fA, &e. 
“ some places the language of the translation is ambiguous and is 


calculated to convey @ wrong meaning. The following passage regard- 
ing the genesis of cholera is found in page 68 of the translation :— 


ages TE HLT TH HW WA se tice, aetna vam ste Tews sifrs eT 
a xan Dw ate MIG @ Sora Sfars Wy it Sel Uses en! fee oft ARITA 
atta Blas EAA! STM win wlettaay’ a2 at facaoal scan ca aifeTs caqa ae 
ait Sa] TIN COTA ET HH Te sees ata eaters caves cata cata cait 
cayfts <2’ Does this mean that cholera is caused by the seeds of small 
trees or does it mean that as the seeds of a tree germinate only when they fall 
upon fit soil, so the seeds of diseases produce sickness only when they find en- 
trance into a body which is in a condition to receive them? The language is 
not clear and it may meen ern What, again, is ~ meaning of the expres- 
sioDS asy eq 2t@! and what are gq 

Went he to the original :—The wiiet hes eondomeed the practice 
of chewing betel leaves, a practice which is wholesome and particularly bene- 
ficial to the people of Bengal. But he has nowhere advised the cleansing 
of teeth. This is because he is a Huropean. According to the writer, 
typhoid fever is caused by small particles of foecal matter being drawn into 
the human body by the act of inspiration or with drinking water. This 
shows that the writer is ignorant of the fact that typhoid fever is sometimes 
caused by particles of animal matter called the typhoid germ. The book is 
unfit to occupy the place which it holds in the list of text-books, and ought 
not to be used in schools. Its use will strengthen the superstition 
entertained by boys and girls. Itis hoped that Sir Alfred Croft and Rai 
Radhika Prasanna Mukherji will look to the matter. 

ll. The Sudhdkar, of the 2nd May, says that the authorities of the 


‘Sr ee Dacca Madrassa cannot take in more boys for 
want of accommodation. The writer therefore 
requests Government to facilitate Mussulman education by making additions 
to the Madrassa building. 
12, The same paper says that Mussulman zemindars and big Mussul- 
Boarding houses for Mussulmen man officers formerly used to give free board 
me. and lodging to the Mussulman students who 
came to the towns from the interior in order to prosecute their studies. But 
the number of such benevolent Mussulmans having now become very small. 
Mussulman students, whose guardians are as a rule poor, find considerable 
Heulty in prosecuting their studies in the towns, and those among 
them whose guardians can afford to keep them in the towns go astray for 
want of Supervision, The writer therefore requests the kind Government 
and the Director of Public Instruction to establish a boarding house in every 
town for the accommodation of Mussulman students. The maintenance of 
uch boarding-houses will not involve Government in loss; for the cost of the 
jalntenance of those establisnments is likely to be met from the boarding 
ae, whch may be fixed at Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 in Calcutta and at Rs.5 or Rs. 6 
th € mofussil towns. These boarding houses will be satisfactorily managed 
. ey are placed under the charge of competent Mussulman teachers. All 
Ch Mussulmans should contribute money in aid of these boarding houses. 


SUODHAKAR, 
May 2nd 1890 


SUDHAKAR, 


Cos St 4 


om 


SANJIVANI, 


May 3rd, 1890. 


BANGABASI, 
May 3rd, 1890. 
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But their establishment cannot be hoped for if Government and the 
Director of Public Instruction do not exert themselvesin the matter, 


18. Referring to Mr. — gs eat ae 7 Of the 
¢ sed titution of th enate, the Sanjzvant, of the drd May, ex 
Calcutte University. ———SSS*S*«its elie that the Calcutta University vill + 
able to do much good work if the law relating to its constitution js 
amended. 


14, The Bangabdst, of the Srd May, says that although it ig not 
yet full one week since it called attentio, 
_ Mr. B. 0. Datt's History of India to the un-Hindu views published in Baboo 
ore Ramesh Chandra Datta’s History of India 
in Bengali, it has received 250 letters all breathing fierce hostility to Baboo 
Ramesh Chandra and his book. Some of these call upon the Hindy 
Associations and the Hindu princes to take steps to prevent the destruction 
of the Hindu religion; some propose an appeal to the Queen ; some recom- 
mend the burning of Baboo Ramesh Chandra’s book ; and some declare 
that it is time that all Hindus either fled from this kingdom of sin to 
woods or committed suicide. Itisno wonder that the book should create 
such a sensation. Who that calls himself a Hindu can hear, without feeling 
excruciating mental agony, that Rama and Sita, Bhima and Arjun, and 
even the Lord of Lords, Sri Krishna, are mere myths? To attempt to 
prove Sri Krishna, that beloved Lord with lotuseeyes, with the conch, 
the chakra, the club and the lotus in his four hands, and who lives in 
blessed Batkuntha, tobe a creation of the imagination is nothing short 
of driving a dagger into the heart of areal Hindu. Baboo Ramesh Chandra 
has also greatly dishonoured the Vedas by calling them a collection of 
peasants’ songs. 


Among any other people than the Hindus or in any other country than 
Bengal, this book of Baboo Ramesh Chandra’s would have given rise to a 
serious disturbance. Hindu society is now inert, inactive and asleep. 
And it is well that it is so, or the house in which copies of Ramesh Baboo’s 
book are kept would have been broken into, the book itself would have 
been thrown into the fire, and blood would in all probability have flowed in 
torrents. There would have been no necessity for saying all this in connec- 
tion with Baboo Ramesh Chandra’s book, if it had not been fixed as a text- 
book for schools. It is said that ten thousand copies of this book are sold 
every year, and the school authorities are compelled to teach the boys the 
heterodox views expressed in it. Some people blame Government for 
introducing this book into the schools. But Government 1s not to blame 10 
the matter. The book has been introduced into the schools without the 
knowledge of Government, and it has in all probability been introduced into 
the schools by un-Hindu officers, But although Government is really inno- 
cent, people will nevertheless hold none but itself responsible for the introduc- 
tion of the book into the schools. Greased cartridges led to the Sepoy 
Mutiny, and Government should bear in mind that Baboo Ramesh 
Chandra’s history makes an onslaught not only on the religion, but also 
on the manners and customs of the Hindus. 


Government should either prohibit the use of this book as a text-book, 


or cause the objectionable portions in it to be replaced by unobjection- 
able matter. | 


That book cannot be a text-book for Christians which condemns Christ 
and the Bible. That book cannot be a text-book for Mussulmans yer 
condemns Mahomet and the Koran. How can that book be a text-boo 


for Hindus which condemns the Hindu Shastras and the Hindu gods #0 
goddesses ? 
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15. The same paper says that girls’ schools have now been SOWN —_—Bawaanasi 
i il ls broadcast over the country by Christian mis- = “* ** ‘5%. 
mpi TD sionaries. There is no place in the country 
without a missionary girls’ school. In Calcutta alone there are thirty 
missionary schools for girls, besides innumerable other institutions under 
other than missionary management. ‘There are no less than six missionary 
‘rls’ schools in Andul and the surrounding villages. A Hindu boy cannot 
be easily taught the Bible, but a Hindu girl is taught the Bible with her 
first primer. ; oe 
The missionaries spend 70 lakhs of rupees every year in giving Bible 
instruction. The girls’ schools charge no school fees or charge merely 
nominal echool fees, and they admit girls without distinction of caste or 
class. And who are the principal authorities of these girls’ schools? Why, 
the Bibi, the Guruma and the Jhz (female servant). The S2bz teaches 
music and needlework. The Guruma teaches a vast variety of subjects, 
from the Barnamala (primer), the Bodhodaya, and the Bastubichar, to the 
Gospel of St. Luke. And what is there that the J cannot teach ? . 
When these Jhis go through the streets shouting at the top of their 
voice, the very earth seems to tremble under their feet and the whole neigh- 
hourhood is startled. And these are the women who are the constant com- 
panions of the girls ! 
The missionary enchantresses have laid a trap for Hindu girls, and 
the Hindus should beware. 
16. The Grdmvdsi, of the 5th May, says that for some reason or other —Gramvasr, 
: the authorities of the school at Syampore- — Méy 5th, 1890. 
a the Tluberia sab-divisten of" the Rajibpore, in the Uluberia sb-dides, tore 
—— o incurred the displeasure of the Howrah District 
Board. Some time ago, in consequence of a representation made against 
the school by the Deputy Inspector, Rajkrishna Baboo, the aid given to the | 
school was stopped, and the aid was renewed through the favour of Ambika 
Baboo, Vice-Chairman of the Board. But it has been again stopped. 
When the school authorities came to know what Rajkrishna Baboo thought 
about the school, they dismissed the head-master and they have again applied 
tothe Board for aid. The Board has not yet come toa decision in the matter. 
But it ought to give the subject its best consideration and give up its present 


attitude of hostility to the school. 
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(e)—Local Self Government and Municipal Administration. 
17. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 29th April, says that as the river Boapway Sansivani, 


Scarcity of water in the town of Banka has very nearly dried up, the people oe om, ae 


Burdwan. living on its banks from N utanagun} to 
Kalibazar have been put to the greatest inconvenience for want of water. 
It is hoped that Mr. Dutt, Magistrate of Burdwan, will take steps to remove 
this scarcity of water and make some provision for keeping a sufficient 
‘supply of water in the river. The public also desire him to advise the 
Municipal Commissioners to indefinitely extend their water-works. 
18. A correspondent of the same paper says that in consequence of Borpway Sansvanr. 
‘The cattle-pound at Sahajpore inthe the want of a shed in the cattle-pound at 
district of Burdwan. Sahajpore within the jurisdiction of the Rayna 
thana in the district of Burdwan, the sufferings of the impounded cattle 
become very great in the summer season. ‘Ine authorities should look to 
the matter. 
19. The Sahachar, of the 30th April, — to me me amount of = Samacmar, 
| 3 sickness now prevailing in Calcutta, and sayg 4”!: 9th, 1899, 
reunite health in Oubeutte. that the pate tire of noxious gases withya 
the covered drains is one of its causes. The openings with which the 
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Apl. 30th 1890. 


SaMAYA, 
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drains are provided being very small, the quantity of accumulated 
that can pass out of the drains is also very small. And the gas which 
escapes in this way poisons the atmosphere and produces sickneg, 
Dr. Mouat, now in England, is of this opinion, and the increase of typhoid 
fever in Calcutta since the construction of covered drains seems to support 
this view. The people of Calcutta now use filtered water and understand the 
laws of health much better than they did ten years before. The sickness 
now prevailing in the city is nevertheless of an abnormal character 
A Commission ought to be appointed to enquire why it is so. 
20. The same paper says that public opinion is opposed to the vote of 
The vote of thanks to Sir Henry thanks recently given to Sir Henry Harrison 
Harrison. There is no doubt that many of those who 
supported the vote did so not from conviction, but from a desire to spare 
Sir Henry’s feelings on the occasion of his departure from the municipality, 
The people of the Suburbs owe nothing to Sir Henry. 
21. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 2nd May, complains of 
severe scarcity of water at Krishnagore. The 
tanks are very nearly empty, and as people both 
bathe and wash their dirty linen in them, it is no wonder that the use of 
this water for drinking purposes should produce sickness. The municipality 
is perfectly indifferent in the matter. 
22. A correspondent of the Sulabh Samdchdr-o-Kushdaha, of the 
The cattle-pound at Gobardanga in 2nd May, Says that the cattle impounded in 
the 24-Pergunnahs. the cattle-pound at Gobardanga are not given 
water to drink in this intense heat of Bassakh, The sight of the sufferings 
of the dumb animals at noon rends the spectator’s heart. 


Scarcity of water at Krishnagore. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


23. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 3rd May, says that 
A. railway feeder road in the ®Y0ad from Nischintapore to the Gopalpore 
Bongong sub-division of the Jessore station in the Bongong sub-division of the 


— Jessore district, will be a great convenience 
to the respectable people of many villages. 


24. The Gramvds, of the 5th May, says that the rule prohibiting the 
Country-boats in the Uluberia Branch entrance of country-boats into the Uluberia 
Canal. Branch Canal causes great inconvenience to 
women and respectable people, who, after leaving their boats at the mouth 
of the canal, have often to walk a mile or so before they can get the 
steamer of Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Company, which alone is permitted to 
ply in the canal. The rule should therefore be relaxed in the case of boats 


hired by women and respectable men. It is hoped that Mr. Scotland will 
look to the matter. 


(h)—General. 


25. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 29th April, refers to the proposal 

Tho order in the Durbhunga temple tO bring the Durbhunga temple case to the 

onse. notice of Parliament, and addresses the follow- 
ing sarcastic remonstrance to the Hindus :— 

The English Government has promised non-interference with your 
religion, and it has observed that promise in practice. If any officer of 
Government occasionally demolishes an idol or two, is he, therefore, t0 
hanged for the offence? Learn to protect your honour yourselves and do 
not carry matters to extremes. You should consider as sufficient the professions 
of sympathy with you which you have received from Government in the 
present case. And consider what you could have done, if Government b 
taken no notice of the case. Pigmies that you are, you should not aspire 
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to touch the moon, and if you do aspire to touch that luminary, you will only 
‘ncrease your own misery. 
96, The Sahachar, of a Logg! gg oe —ae Fe om 
atemple "dian Latiy {Vews and some otner Angio- 
zx seucmemtiat ae Indian papers, which are friendly to the people 
of this country, the Hindus have given to the Durbhunga temple case an 
-mportance which does not belong to it. But the writers in those papers should 
mt ‘1 mind that the haste with which the temple was demolished with the 
help of the police was eminently calculated to excite fear in the minds of the 
eople. How would the Christians of India behave if one of their churches 
‘ure demolished by a native officer of Government? Considering all this, 
the Hindus must be admitted to have acted properly in protesting 
against Mr. Beadon’s action. But now that Sir Steuart Bayley has punished 
the offenders, all further agitation in the matter ought to cease. The suit 
for damages filed against Mr. Beadon ought also to be dropped. 

97, The same paper says that the extension to Chota Nagpore of 
certain Acts, which have been hitherto in force 
in the regulation provinces, is no doubt cal- 
culated to improve the condition of the people of that place. But when it is 
considered that the Sonthals of Chota Nagpore are an ignorant and in- 
offensive people, who can be easily deceived by designing persons, there remains 
little ground for thinking that there can be any real improvement in their 
condition, unless Government takes steps to prevent them from being oppressed 
by zemindars and from falling under the seductive influence of Christian 
missionaries. 


28. The same paper says that now that the Bengal Tenancy Act has 
been extended to Chota Nagpore, it is high time 
that the sub-division of Deoghur was trans- 
ferred from the non-regulation provinces and included in the district of 
Birbhum. As Bengalis, Hindustanis, and Maithilis constitute the bulk 


of the population of the sub-division, it should no longer form part of the 
Sonthal Pergunnahs. 


29. The Samaya, of the 2nd May, says that those who think that Mr. 


ee Beadon has been very leniently dealt with 
a Steuart Bayley and Mr. Beadon. ty the Lieutenant-Governor on to bear 
in mind that Mr. Beadon is a Government official. In India the officers 
of Government reign supreme, and the country is in a manner governed in 
their interest. This accounts for the leniency with which official offenders 
are treated. The other day a native got three years’ imprisonment for havin 
lung a shoe at a Magistrate. But Mr. Beadon, whose demolition of the 
temple amounted to the flinging of ashoe at the god Mahabirji, has been 
imply transferred from Durbhunga! Nevertheless the public ought to be 
satisfied with the Lieutenant-Governor’s decision in the matter, for it does 
not seem at all likely that any other ruler than Sir Steuart Bayley would 
have thought of punishing an official of 27 years’ standing. 


00. The Sulabh Samvdd, of the 3rd May, says that a zemindar has 
built a fine house with a garden outside the 
town of Mymensingh and close to a Public 
Works godown. This godown has now been 
Converted into an outstill to the utmost inconvenience of the zemindar. 
here is a rule of Government prohibiting the establishment of outstills on 
the sides of public streets or near the houses of respectable people within 
Sunicipal limits. A former Magistrate was for removing the outstill. 
~ Mr. Peacock, Member of the Board of Revenue, has ordered that 
ie be kept where it is. Why has Mr. Peacock given this order? 
ad why is the Mymensingh Municipality indifferent in the matter ? 


The Sonthals of Chota Nagpore. 


The Deoghur sub-division. 


An outstill within the jurisdiction of 
¢ Mymensingh Municipality. 
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$1. The Dainik-o-Sdéméchar Chandrika, of the 4th May, says th 


not punishing Mr,’ Beadon adequate] 


The order in the Durbhunga temple §teuart Bayley has committed an erro 
case. 


at by 
yY Sir 


the eyes of the Hindus Mr. Beadon’s offence 


is of a very serious nature. If an offence of that kind had been committed 
under the Hindu rule, the offender would have been either impaled , 
burnt in slow fire. That Mr. Beadon has escaped unpunished is sin ” 
because Christians now rule the land. It is true the Hindus can ine ke 
nothing but complain and protest, and then keep silent in despair; still the 

are not certainly good Hindus who say that Mr. Beadon has been adequate] 

punished. And they are enemies of Sir Steuart Bayley who are now justify. 
ing his decision in the matter. As the late John Bright used to gay tie 
offence of a private individual can be excused, but that of a public officer is 
unpardonable. The consequence of the leniency shown to Mr, Beadon yili 
be very grave. It is true that the people of this country have now no other 
course left than grumbling and complaining ; but it should be nevertheless 
borne in miod that the Hindu can never brook an injury done to his religion 
For an injury done to his religion wounds him to the quick, and if he keeps 
himself silent under such injury, it is because he believes in fate and jis pro- 
foundly loyal to his Government. 


32. The Som Prakash, of the 5th May, does not consider the Lieute. 


nant-Governor’s resolution on the Durbhunga 

The order in the Durbhunga temple temple case to be very satisfactory. Mr 

Case. . 

Beadon ought to have been more heavily 

punished. But it is satisfactory to note that he has been transferred from 

Durbhunga and has incurred the displeasure of Sir Steuart Bayley. Justice 

would have been done if Mr. Beadon had been made to pay the cost of 
the constraction of a new temple in place of the one he has demolished. 


$3. The Daintk-o-Samdachar Chandrika, of the 7th May, has the 


following on the order in the Durbhunga 
temple case :— 


Mr. Beadon has received only a gentle 
rebuke from Government for his demolition of the Durbhunga temple, and 
yet Sir Steuart Bayley and bis Secretary Mr. Cotton have been taken to 
task by the Anglo-Indians. These latter believe that no disturbance 
of any kind is any longer possible in India, at any rate in Behar. 
The Englishman and other Anglo-Indian newspapers say that Government 
ought not to have been afraid of the clamour made by a handful of men, and 
that it has acted improperly by rebuking Mr. Beadon. Yes, Government 
would have acted properly if it-had rewarded Mr. Beadon ! | 

The Hindus can tolerate an injury done to their political rights, but they 
cannot brook injury done to their religion, and Kumar Singhs and Amat 
Singhs may yet appear in Behar. And it is because an experienced ruler 
like Sir Steuart Bayley understands this that Mr. Beadon’s offence has not 
been wholly connived at or overlooked. Sir Steuart Bayley and his Secretary 
Mr. Cotton know well that the Beharis are not mere talkers like the Bengal 
Babus. ‘They also know that Mr. Beadon is guilty of a grave offence. 
And they have therefore punished him. Say what the short-sighted editor 
of Anglo-Indian newspapers may, far-sighted rulers like Sir Steuart Bayley 
must be unwilling to incur the ill-will of the 20 crores of Hindus for the sake 
of pleasing the small civilian body. His Honour has, in the preset! 
instance, slightly swerved from the straight path which he has hitherto followed. 
But this may yet be safely predicted that, unlike Sir Rivers Thomps0 
who was at the mercy of the civilian body, Sir Steuart will never on 
civilian influence to wholly override his own judgment. But there 3 atl 
one remark to make regarding him. Like Lord Ripon at the time of the 


Sir Steuart Bayley in the Dur- 
bhunga temple case. 
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sssing of the Ilbert Bill, His Honour has tried to humour both the civilian 
body and the public. This temporising is not a good thing, and His Honour 
should in future make up his mind either to espouse the cause of justice 
aod dharma without regard to anything else, or to throw the whole weight 
of his authority on the side of the powerful and the strong. 
94, The Samvodd Prabhakar, of the 7th May, says that Sir Henry 
Harrison, Mr. Nolan, and Mr. Cotton are 
The Chief Secretaryship to the being named for the Chief Secretaryship. If 
Goverament of Sir Henry agrees to accept the post, he should 
be appointed to it in preference to the other two. There are few civilians 
in Bengal so able as Sir Henry. 
If Sir Henry refuses to accept the post, it should be given to Mr. Cotton. 
Mr. Cotton’s ability, experience, and independence of spirit are known to all, 
and there can be no doubt that the administration will be improved by his 
appointment as Chief Secretary. | 
85. The vemnceheue “ey i ity of a0 8th May, so a 
. ak te Oe _ the dismissal of twelve compositors of the 
Mors of the ‘Dongal. Secretaria Bengal Secretariat Press by Mr. Cotton, and 
” says that the dismissed men should be rein- 
stated in their posts without delay. ‘The writer is sorry that their case 
has not received the favourable consideration of Sir Steuart Bayley. As 
for Mr. Cotton, who is a Positivist, it is doubtful whether this guondam 
friend of Baboo-India reully follows the cardinal principle of his religion, 
which enjoins living for others as the highest duty of man. When Sir 
Rivers Thompson was Lieutenant-Governor, Mr. Cotton appeared to be an 
ardent well-wisher of India, a great friend of the Bengalis, the chief patron 
of the weak and the oppressed, a true Liberal, and a Positivist. He was 
not at all liked by Sir Rivers; and so in Sir Rivers’ time he was found to 


fight for the Bengalis at the municipal meetings, to sing their praises at 


the Bethune Society, and to please them by writing his New India. Under 
Sir Rivers there was obstruction in the path of Mr. Cotton’s advancement, 
and there was seen on that account, at that time, a marvellous development 
of Mr. Cotton’s altruistic iustincts. But a change came over Mr. Cotton 
with the advent of the new Lieutenant-Governor. Mr. Cotton has risen 
to influence under Sir Steuart Bayley, and he is now one of His Honour’s 
Secretaries. And his altruism has, as a matter of course, diminished. 
He has now pleased both the European officials and the non-official 
Europeans by his project of a central road in Calcutta. The times are 
now better for him than before, and he must therefore change his manners. 
He is therefore now a thorough-going Civilian of the Bengal Office, a 
genuine Anglo-Indian, a live Secretary to Government. The man who was 
a friend of the poor is now an advocate of oppression. 

As regards the twelve compositors who have been dismissed on the 
charge of having communicated office intelligence to the newspapers, 
Mr. Cotton ought to have accepted their persistent denial of the charge. 

ls note discussing this question of the dismissal of the compositors is 
extremely disappointing, and is a cowardly attempt to justify the wrong that 
as been done to those men. Mr. Cotton would fain convince the Lieute- 
nant-Governor that the severe punishment inflicted in this case was called 
for by the gravity of the offence committed, namely, a conspiracy to ruin 
the office. But his action in this case has but strengthened the eres 
elief that great oppression is committed on the compositors in the Bengal 
CCretariat Press, 

36. The same paper is glad to notice that the post of Officiating 
SSP Nae Oe cea Secretary e ~ cenam Goreamens 
Secreta oe One as been given to Mr. Stevens. Mr. Stevens 

nO ee Tee enjoys the respect of fhe people of this 


SaMvaD PRABHAKAR, 
May 7th, 1890. 


DaINnIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIEA, 


May 8th, 1890. 


Dalsik-o-SaMacHaR 
CHANDRIKA. 
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province and does not hate them. It is to be hoped that the first thing to 
receive Mr. Stevens’ attention after.joining the Chief Secretaryship will be 
the indigo disputes in Jessore, which call for a prompt settlem -nt. 


III.—LeEGIsLaTive. 
Samacuan, $7. The Sahachar, of the 30th April, refers to the agitation in this 
Apl. 80th, 1890. country against Lord Cross’s Bill, and remarks 


Lord Cross's Bill. as follows :— 


The people of this country should bear in mind that no amount of 
opposition on their part will lead to the rejection of Lord Cross’s Bill, The 
Ministers can make a Cabinet question of the Bill and carry it throuch the 
House in the teeth of any amount of opposition. The opposition ‘which 
the people of this country can muster cannot possibly be as strong as that 
headed by Mr. Gladstone, and Mr. Gladstone, it should be noted, could not 
succeed in making the House accept any of his motions in connection with 
the Parnell Commission, &c. Considering all this, it will be best for the people 
of this country to give up their attitude of hostility to Lord Cross’s Bill and 
thank His Lordship for the concession, however small, which he proposes to 
make in their favour. They should no longer insist on the election of half 
the number of members for the Legislative Councils, but should press the 
Ministry to consider the recommendations of Lord Dufferin on the subjecr, 
Unlike Prince Bismarck of Germany and the Czar of Russia, the statesmen 
of England are never slow to recognise popular claims, and the only question 
which they ask in this matter of the reform of the Legislative Councils 
is whether or not the time has come for making certain concessions to the 
people of India. So it is the one clear duty of the people of this country 
to try to convince them that the time for making such concession has come. 
They must, at any rate, conduct themselves with patience and moderation 
before they zet those rights on which they have set their heart. 
SURABHI-o-PaTakA, 388. The Surabhi-o-Patakd, of the 2nd May, says that they make a 
May 2nd, 1890. false statement who say that the Mahomedan 
ai See ae Lord Cross’s community of India is opposed to the in- 
troduction of the elective principle into the 
Legislative Councils, for, as a matter of fact, meetings under the presidency 
of respectable Matomedans have been held in different parts of the country 
to protest against Lord Cross’s Bill. It is only those Mahomedans who 
seek favours at the hands of the English or who have been given to uncer- 
stand that their standing aloof from the movement against Lord Cross’s Bill 
would be substantially rewarded, that are opposed to the introduction of 
the elective principle. And sach is the impartiality of the Anglo-Indian 
newspapers that they are trying to make a mountain of this mole-hill of 
Mahomedan opposition. Directly they get hold of anything in favour of 
Lord Cross’s Bill, and against the Congress movement, they try to inflate it 
into extraordinary importance. The Pioneer boasted over the petition 
which Sir Syed Ahmed and other Mahomedans have sent to Parliament; 
but what does it think of the thousands of petitions that are being sent 
thither from every city and every village in India? 
Epccation Gazette, 89. The Education Gazette, of the 2nd May, refers to the petition 
May 2nd, 1800. The Mahomedans on the elective Which the Mahomedans propose to present to 
cee Se satin Segiiating Parliament protesting agatnst the introduction 
ey : of the elective principle in the Indian Legi- 
lative Councils, and remarks as follows :— 
It is a mistake to think that the introduction of the elective principle 10 
the Legislative Councils will largely increase the powers of the people the 
administration of the country. It may check the improvidence and extra 
vagance of Government to acertain extent; but to say, as has been gaid in 
the petition, that it will unduly increase the powers of the Hindus, and thereby 
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able them to oppress the Mahomedans, is to make a statement which is not 
ye » The introduction of that principle will rather tend to establish 
phoeeen relations between the two communities. It will be thus seen that the 
setition referred to above does not contain a correct statement of facts. It 
says that as the Hindus were oppressed by the Mahomedans under the 
Mahomedan rule, they will, as a matter of course, try to oppress the 
Mahomedans as soon as power comes into their hands. To this it may be 
replied that the Hindus are not a vindictive people; they forget the injuries, 
but they remember. the benefiis that are done tothem. They have conse- 
quently forgotten the wrongs which were done them by the Mahomedans, and 
are grateful to them for the benefits which they received from them. Tne 
fact ig that those who drafted the petition are men who dislike the idea of a 
unification of the different Indian peoples, who are the enemies of both 
Hindus and Mahomedans, and who calumniate them both. The petition 
cannot possibly have been drafted by Mahomedans. How cana Mahomedan 
use his pen for the purpose of abusing his own people ? 

40. The Sudhakar, of the 2nd May, says that the fact that not a single 

-~Mussulman can gain admission into the Local 
Boards under the elective system clearly shows 
that election in the Legislative Councils, for which the Congress party is 
fichting so hard, will be extremely prejudicial to Mussulman interests. If 
Government had not reserved to itself the mght of nominating a certain 
number of members for those Boards, the Mussulmans would have got no 
seats on those Boards. The Mussulmans are too poor to contest with the 
Hindus for seats on those Boards. Nor are they more successful in the 
municipal elections. Tne few Mussulman members who are nominated b 
Government are outvoted on every proposal they make in the interest of their 
co-religionists. Itis only in places where there is a European or an impartial 
non-official Chairman that the grievances of the Mussulmans are occasionally 
removed. The proceedings of the Local Boards show that they seldom 
introduce any measure for the benefit of the Mussulmans. It should be 
therefore clear that it is only the scheme which has been proposed by Lords 
Cross, Salisbury and Lansdowne that will protect the interests of all the 
Indian communities. 
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1V.—Nartive States. 


41. The Sahachar, of the 30th April, refers to the announcement that 

| — Prince Amar Singh of Cashmere has promised 
ma.” Meho- an annual aid of Rs. 1,000 to all schools 
oS under the Anjaman-e-Hemayet-i-Islam Asso- 
ciation of the D few se and says that the Prince could not possibly have 
promised this aid voluntarily, Are there no Mussulmans in Cashmere? If 


there are, have their educational wants been so fully supplied that the 
Prince can think of helping the education of the Mahomedans, who are khas 
subjects of the Queen-Empress? And are the Princes of Cashmere in so 
prosperous @ condition that its ruler can spend money in aid of strangers ?P 


V —PRosPECTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


42. The Bangabdst,of the 8rd May, says that the condition of the 
ae people of B-ngal is becoming worse every 
peasantry of Benge, ‘2° People and year. Drought or excessive rainfall is now 

a yearly occurrence. Rice sells throughout 
the year at famine price, and poor men have to subsist only on one meal 
Aday. The prospect before the country, and of the ryots in particular, is 
coming more and more gloomy. It is high time for Government to give 
M8 serious attention to the matter. | 
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Floods have of late become the bane of the people of Bengal, 
appears from the Administration Reports that Government knows of + 
sufferings of the people from this source. But it is at the same time ¢| 


It 
he 


that it not only does not take steps to alleviate these sufferings, ca 


throws obstacles in the way of people trying to help themselves in tnig matter 
The Jankuli breach in Burdwan and the Kulir breach in Nuddea have been 
of late committing fearful ravages, ravages which the people themselves 
would have put a stop to if Government had not opposed them in their desire 


- to make embankments. Governmentis not, however, slow in expressing 


anxiety on account of those embankments. The action of Government 


may be perfectly politic, but the good it has done to the country by its action 
is not yet quite clear. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOTS. 


43. The Ahmadi, of the 27th April, cannot understand why, of 
all Mussulman zemindars, Faizunonissa Choy. 
Faizunuisss Chowdhurani of Com- qdhurani of Commillah has been decorated 
er with the title of Nawaba. If she has been ao 
honoured for her wealth, there are many wealthier than her in this country, 
If for birth or public virtues, there are many others in this country who 
better deserve the honour. Indeed the bestowal of the title of Nawab, 
upon Faizunnissa Chowdburani has hurt the feelings of many Mussulman 
aristocrats. : 
44. The same paper says that ho want * A ae a rece of 
the subject many Mussulmans were unable to 
Wi ease ta ce ssluainel the real object of the Congress and 
failed to see that that movement would be as beneficial to Mussulmans as to 
Hindus. And they therefore at once assumed an attitude of uncompromis- 
ing hostility towards it. Tnose who had at first indiscreetly opposed the Con- 
gress have now found out their mistake, but they yet maintain their perverse 
Opposition to it, because they fear that if they acknowledge their error they 
will be taken to have at first acted like fools. They are not at heart opposed 
to the Congress, and the reasons urged by them for their opposition to it are 
flimsy and unsubstantial in the extreme. They are now blind to all considera- 
tions of good sense and honesty, and their only object is to vex their 
antagonists. Their objections to the Congress may be summed up thus :— 

(1) There are now few able Mussulmans io this country, and 
the Mussulmans have therefore little chance of getting 
seats in the Legislative Councils under the elective system, 
and that being the case, the Mussulmans will be greatly 
outnumbered in the Councils by the Hindus, and their 
influence will be nil. } 

(2) If election is granted, the Hindus will exercise supreme influence, 
and will take up an attitude of bitter hostility towards 
the Mussulmans, whose progress they will oppose in every 
way. 

(3) The i a is not yet sufficiently advanced for the introduction 
of the elective system. 

The writer disposes of these objections in this way :— 

(1) The number of Mussulman members that may be required 
under any form of election will never exceed 100. But 
there are in India at least 500 Mussulmans fit to become 
members of the Legislative Councils, and the number 0 
able Mussulmans will certainly go on increasing. If the 
representative system is introduced, it will be introduced 
not only in view of the present condition of the coun, 

but also in view of its future condition, And will there 
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never be in India a sufficient number of Mussulmans able 
to perform legislative functions? Again, the work done 
by the Legislative Councils is not after all so very difficult 
or extraordinary that no Mussulman able to do it can be 
found in the country. Did the Mussulmans import officers 
from England when they were themselves rulers of thie 
country? And if the Mussulmans were again all on a 
sudden to. become rulers of this country, would they be 
under the necessity of importing officers from England? 
Again, even if the elective system is introduced, the 
Viceroy will, in the exercise of his preeent powers end of 
his power of regulating the number of members, be able 
to equalise the number of Hindu and Mussulman members, 
and to accept the view of the Mussulman minority in 
preference to that of the Hindu majority. And itisa 
point for careful consideration that the Parsis, Jains and 
other Indian communities, who have so much more fear 
of being outoumbered than the Mussulmans, are express- 
ing no fear of that kind, because they see that it would be 
foolish. to.entertain or express such fear. 
(2) It is a point for consideration whether the Hindus or the Christians 
| ever injured the Mussulmans.. Were Man Singh, Bhagawan 
Singh and Todar Mull in the past, and are Pandit 
Isvarachandra Vidyasagara, Baboo Ramesh Chandra Datta 
Baboo Chandra Madhab Ghosh, and Baboo Surendra 
Nath Banerjee in the present, enemies: of the Mussulmans ? 


If the Hindus had:attended only to their own welfare and sought 


the ruin of the Mussulmans, not one Mussulman student could have 
up to this time passed a-single school examination, not. one Mussulman 
could have got aplace inthe public service, and not one Museulman 
could have obtained a seat in-a Local or in a District Board. Do the 
Hindu’ members of the District Boards: work for their own good alone? 
Do they refuse to admit. Mussulman. students into the schools and to allow 
Mussulmans to use their roads? Do they, again, lay the burden of taxation 
only upon Mussulmans,.wholly exempting Hindus therefrom? Those who 
charge the Hindus: with biostility to the Mussulmans should give specific 
instances of oppression comutitted by the former upon the latter. Unfounded 
accusations against a powerful community will'only involve the accusers io 
danger and difficulty, 

Have Hindu pleaders and mukhtars up to this time failed to properly 
serve their Mussulman clients, or have any Hindu Judges or judicial 
officers failed to do strict justice to Mussulmans, or have any Hindu teachers 
failed to instruct properly their Mussulman pupils ? 

Many Mussulmans wish to compete with the Hindus, but it is too early 
for them to think of competing successfully with the latter. 

Now that there are evident signs of approaching good relations between 
the Hindus and the Mussulmans, it is extremely unwise to prevent such 
friendship by creating bad blood between them. 

(3) As for India not yet: being advanced enough for representative 

overnment, there is Ceylon to point to—Ceylon, which is far less advanced 
than India, and which has yet obtained the right of self-government; and there 
are England and America themselves to consider—Eogland aud America, 
Which were not in a position of greater advancement than India when they 
first got their representative systems. 

49. The Sudhkdkar, of the 2ad May, hopes that the generous Lieuten- 
‘ ba Mussulman burial-ground at a&at-Governor will earn the gratitude of the 
— entire Mussulman community by granting: the 
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prayer of the Mussulman inhabitants of Tallygunge for the maintenance of 
their burial-ground at that place. 
46, The Education Gazette, of the 2nd May, says that while the 
bie Hite people of Bombay gave a hearty farewell to the 
departing Lord Reay, His Excellency received 
no mark of respect from the Europeans at the time of his departure. This was 
also the way in which Lord Ripon was treated by the natives and the 
Europeans respectively, at the time of his departure. And these two cages 
go to prove that the Indian Governor or, Viceroy who is liked by the Indian 
people is disliked by the Anglo-Indians. This means that the interests of 
the two communities are mutually antagonistic. But the Anglo-Indiang 
are in the habit of saying that their interests are indentical with those of 
the people of the country. That this ought to be the case is unquestionable. 
At any rate, it behoves the Anglo-Indians so to behave themselves ag to 
make the people of this country believe that their interests are identical 
with those of Englishman. Neither party will gain by the spread of the 
belief that the interests of the two parties are mutually antagonistic. Lord 
Reay did no harm to the European community; he simply tried to rule 
impartially. And they are certainly short-sighted who desire to see the 
prestige of the English people upheld at the sacrifice of the honour, the 
purity, and the impartiality of the administration. 
47. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 2nd May, says that as some deaths 
from influenza have already occurred at Simla, 


a a a it will be improper for His Excellency the 


Viceroy to live there now. 

48. The Samaya, of the 2nd May, refers to the indigo disputes in 
Jessore, and observes as follows :— 

The horrors enacted by Magistrates and 
indigo-planters, of which the pen ofthe late Baboo Dinabandhu Mitter 
failed to give a complete picture, are now being actually re-enacted in 
Jessore. There is crying and wailing in Jhenidah and Magura in con- 
sequence of the oppressions of Messrs. Selby, Sage, and other indigo-planters, 
of Mr. Luson, Joint-Magistrate, and of the police. The writer had never 
thought that such oppression was possible in Bengal under English rule in 
these closing years of the 19th century. Oppression has greatly increased 
since Mr. Luson’s arrival in Jessore as Joint-Magistrate. And wicked 
people say that the Lieutenant-Governor cent Mr. Luson to Jessore with the 
object of ruining the ryots. The writer does not believe this, but he is not 
wholly free from doublt as to the intentions of His Honour in this matter. 
If His Honour had not any intention of the kind attributed to him, why is 
he so long silent? The writer is glad to learn that Mr. Luson has 
ot last been removed from Jessore, and Mr, Moore appointed io bis 
place. 

49. The Bangabést, of the 8rd May, says that there is quite a reign of 
terror just now in Binodpore and some adjoin- 
ing villages in the Magura sub-division of the 
Jessore district. People are leaving home and family to escape the hands 
of the indigo-planters, and those who have not been able to make their 
escape by flight are rotting in the Magura hajut. One Baroda Kanta 
Sarkar of Binodpore has telegraphed to the Lieutenant-Governor that bis 
own house as well as many other houses have been looted by the lathials of 
the planters and by the police, and this account has been confirmed before 
the writer by a fugitive from the village, who has left home for a fear of 
being subjected to indignities. 

‘‘ Who is there that can feel inclined to believe that Sir Steuart Bayley; 
who is known to be a great friend of the ryots, is at his ease in Belvedere, 
While these dreadful scenes are being enacted under British rule not far 
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fom Calcutta, the metropolis of British India? No man can believe this, 


and yet one is deafened and painfully moved by the wailings of the ryots of 


ra. It speaks much for the firmness of the Lieutenant-Governor that 
he still remains unmoved. The Lieutenant-Governor felt called upon to 
make a personal enquiry into the causes of the Kol disturbance when the 
missionaries called for such an enquiry. And now, when the ryots of Jessore 
are on the point of ruin, no matter whether rightly or not, will he not go.to 
Magura in person to ascertain what the true condition of things there is ? 
gir Steuart! Your boy-civilian Duson informed you that the ryots of 
Magura had risen not only against the planters, but also against the 
Government ; and, placing implicit faith in his report, you gave orders for the 
despatch of a police force from Dacca and Calcutta for quelling that revolt ! 
Was this well done of a wise and experienced officer like yourself? That 
these ryote, who have been patiently suffering oppression for many long years, 
have only now resolved not to cultivate indigo is because their oppression 
by the planters has become absolutely unbearable. Is it to be believed that 
the gentle and inoffensive ryots, who have, in spite of all the oppression 
practised upon them, never yet made a complaint ina Criminal Court, became 
rebellious all on a sudden and proceeded to attack the police force and the 
Sub-divisional Officer? Sir Steuart! will you not ascertain the real state of 
things? Who shall say that your Luson has not advocated the cause of the 
planters whose salt he has eaten? Do you not see that if he has really 
made a mistake, that mistake means nothing short of ruin to thousands of 
ryots? Sir Steuart! Magistrate Gupta is no less an officer of yours than 
Magistrate Luson. And if you are convinced that Magistrate Gupta made 
a mistake, is it so very difficult for you to conceive that Magistrate Luson, 
too, may make a mistake ?” 

The ryots of Magura have got into trouble and incurred the displeasure 
of Government and its officers by trying to protect their just rights! 
Whether from mistake or from honest conviction or in pursuance of some 
policy of State, the officers of Government are now ill-disposed towards them. 
But, for all that, let them not lose heart nor lose faith in the justice of 
Government. Let them not also use any but lawful means for the redress 
of their wrongs. And let them not, above all, give up the good fight from 
afear of ruin. If they now yield to the planters, the fetters of servitude will 
be for ever riveted round their necks. 

50. The same paper says that all classes of public servants, excepting 
perhaps the two remarkably fortunate classes 
of Deputy Magistrates and Munsifs, are ver 
poorly paid. But though poorly paid, their wauts have indefinitely increased. 
With the establishment of English rule, luxurious and expensive habits of living 
have taken the place of tbe old simple habits of the people. The consequence 
1s that poorly paid clerks and‘amlah in Government employ, unable to make 
both ends meet, are fast running into debt, from which they can never hope 


Indebtedness of public servants. 


to extricate themselves. Government, on the other hand, though very stingy 


in the matter of paying its clerks, has yet ruled that public servants, badly 
involved in debt, must be removed from its service. Aud Government is not 
to blame for this. 

D1. The Sanjtvant, of the 3rd May, says that the quarrel between the 
indigo-planters and the ryots in Jessore is 
, | assuming a more and more serious form. And 
if there be bloodshed now; Government will be held responsible for it. The 
Writer has repeatedly told Government that the conduct of Mr. Luson has 

riven the ryots to desperation and brought discredit on British rule in 
agura and Jhenidah. The ryots had hoped for justice in law-courts, but 
hope of theirs is frustrated. They have, indeed, lost their faith in 
'. Luson. 1 ut they have not yet lost their faith in the Lieutenant-Governor. 
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nd it. is because they have yet faith in the Lieutenant-Governor ; 

= of them has appesled to bim for justice. But the Lndian Mirror be 
lighes the dreadful news that. the Inepeetor-General of Police has gone t 
Jessore in person with more than a hundred policemen simply heeause the 
syots attacked and wounded a planter. Mr. Luson ia now in charge of 
Maguta, and another civilian has now heen placed im change of Shenidah, 
The Lieutenant-Governor cao easily put an end to the present quarrel hy 
interposing his good offices init. He has by his good offices put an end to 
domestic quarrels in princely houses. And shall he not settle this quarrel 
between the indigo-planters and the poor ryots of dessore ? 

52. The same er says that the past history of India gives the 
fe "to the statement of Lord Salisbury that he 
representative system of government never 
existed in any eastern country. The writer cannot speak of other countries, 
but he must say that to declare that the representative form of government 
is unknown to India is to betray a sad ignorance of the past history of this 
country. It is probably because all vestiges of representative government 
have disappeared under British rulein this country that Lord Salisbury 
thinks that that system never existed inIndia. There is, first, a statement of 
Buddha in the Mahapari Mirvan Sutra which shows that the Ujjiyas living 
near Magadha hada representative council of their own where they discussed 
all public questions. This was 600 years before Christ. There is next 
the punchayet system which dates from a time far anterior to the establish- 
ment of British rule in India, The punchayets created by the EFoplish 
Government are but travesties of the ancient and indigenous punchayets of 
this country. These old punchayets used to perform all the functions of 
the present law-courts and the police, and people in those days were not 
liable to the risk of being ruined by litigation or of being oppressed 
by the police. This system of internal administration existed in full force 
under the oppressive Mussalman rulers, and some traces of it still remain 
in this country, and the chief men of villages still combine for the purpose 
of checking wicked characters. 


Thus the representative system is no exotic in this country, but an 
indigenous Indian institution. It is, indeed, one with which the people of 
this country are perfectly familiar. In this country householders send 
representatives to feasts and ceremonies to which they are invited, people 
appoint priests to conduct divine worship for them, and representatives to 
make gifts of girls in marriage or to perform shradhs in Gya, and even: the 
ignorant and illiterate peasant sends some clever fellow villager to settle for 
him his accounts with his zemindar. 


58. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 5th May, -blame 

The Sub-divisional Officer of Besir- Baboo Trailokyanath Sen Gupta, Deputy 

hat. Magistrate, Basirhat sub-division, and B 

Jagat Chandra Ray, Sub-Deputy Collector, for having invited the ryots of 

the Bilballi khas mehal to the entertainment which was held at Tentulia 
in the 24-Pergunnahs district in the month of Chaitra last. 


54. The Dainik-o-Sémdchar Chandrikd, of the 6th May, says that 
there are people who think that the disturbances 
a in Jessore would have been at an end by this 
time if Sir John Edgar had not gone away. And this does not seem to be 
ag a wrong view of the case. For, however intelligent and exper 
the Governor of a province himself may be, he cannot act rightly in every 
matter if he has not a wise minister to give him sound advice. T e. writer 
has firm faith in Sir Steuart Bayley, and his respect for him is really very 
great. He will not believe that His Honour can knowingly encourage 
Injustice and oppression. Sir Steuart Bayley has just now no veteram cous: 
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sillor to guide him. Sir John Bdgar is gone to England and Mr. Macaulay 


who came to officiate for him is: dead. 

The fact that the Znglishman has commenced defending Mr. Luson 
and the planters means that the whole indigo. affair is a serious one. In 

garrels between the strong and the weak, just officers side with, the latter. 

is ig what Messrs. Seton-Karr and Eden did during the administration of 
Sir John Grant.. The writer is sorry and annoyed to see that Mr. Luson 
has sided with the stronger party, the planters. 

" {he Anglishman would lay the. entire blame at the door of the ryote. 
This is what was to be expected of that paper; for it has always been an 
advocate of the planters. Can the Hnglshman forget the interests of the 
clients of the Harkarw, with which it has been incorporated ? The Hnglish- 
man would fain make people: believe that the long-suffering ryots, who have 
heen driven to desperation by. the oppressions of the planters, are turbulent 
rebels, The writer will not say that the ryots are wholly blameless and the 
planters are entirely to. blame. The Bengali saying goes that there cannot 
be clapping with one hand. There must be two parties to a quarrel, But 
where the quarrel is between the strong and. the weak, it is almost certain 
that the former are more to blame than the latter. The officer who does not 
know this is an incompetent officer, and the officer who will not see this isa 
dishonest officer.. 

55. The Semvdd Prabhakar, of the 6th May, says that the sudden 
change in the attitude of three native 
weeklies conducted in English towards the 
Congress seems to, show that the statement of the dmrita Bazar Patrika 
is not altogether unfounded, that Government has been lately attempting 
to win over native newspapers with the view of employing them to write: 
against the Congress,. The Editors: of these papers were not only advocates 
of the Congress from its commencement ; they: also joined the movement, as 
delegates. These Editors were known in the country as patriots. What 
title do they now expect to get? They will also do well to enquire what 
people now say regarding them. 

56. The Dainik-o-Samachdr Chandrikd, of the 7th May, publishes a 
Bengali translation of the song which the 
Portuguese Poet Laureate has composed, 
abusing the English for their supposed aggressiveness in Hast Africa. The 
following is an English translation of the song :— 

“The British, 2 nation of pirates, are always: engaged in looting and 
plundering. On. land and on sea they follow the-profession of dacoits, and tle 
low trade of thieves. They are low: villains, who profess great respect for 
God and religion, Who-does: not hate such low fellows? They: are blood- 
thirsty, and therefore worse than the. Rdkshasas (demons). Let us heartily 
hate these British Rékshasas.”” 


Uniya Papprs. 


57, The Uriya,and Navasamvda, of; the 16th April, and the Samvdd+ 
,Mt- Cornish and the famine in. the vahika, of the 17th April, are. glad to find’ 
—— that the humane: exertions of Mr. Cornish, 
the District Magistrate of Balasore,, ix behalf of the famished people of 
alpada in that, district, haye proved. successful, inasmuch as a goodly 
tum of money, has, been raised, by publio: subscription which is to.be. devated. 
to the alleviation of, the sufferings of: the distressed men and women of 
that place, who number in all one:thousand and fifty: souls. 
58. The Mahomedan, students of Orissa: having been able. to take up: 
a Oertilege for a class: of students. Urdu: in. place of, Uniya as a subject of 
a ; hg examination in: the. minor and middle verna-. 
ar scholarship examinaong in Qrissa, the Uriya: and Navasamodd’ urges: 
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that similar privileges ought to be granted to students of other nationalite 
in the Middle Vernacular and Middle English schools of that provinge 
whose mother-tongue is not Uriya. 
59. The Samvddvéhikd, of the 17th April, is sorry to find that the 
The Sub-Inspector of the Balasore Sub-Inspector of Police in charge of the 
sudder thans. Balasore sudder station has proved unequal 
to his duties, as in three important cognizable cases of crime, perpetrated 
within his jurisdiction, he has failed to bring the offenders to justice, 1, 
alluding to the mischief done by setting fire to the house of Baboo Gobind, 
Chandra Patnaik, the writer suggests that the investigation of the cage 
ought to be placed in the abler hands of the Police Inspector of the Sudde- 
sub-division. 
60. The same paper adduces certain facts and figures in support of 
Cinhe-peteniinis to: Madan. the general complaint in Balasore that a cer- 
tain number of mehters, aided by a certain 
number of Mahomedans, are poisoning cattle by skilful and dexterous means 
with a view to secure their skins after they have died, and draws the atten- 
tion of the authorities to the same. 
61. A correspondent of the -_ age a Pr public that the 
es ; minor Raja of Mayurbhunj, who was sent to 
haat, tales Septet his gurh to learn enlace was received 
by his subjects with great demonstrations of joy and loyalty, an event that 
augurs well for the future of the Tributary State. 
62. The Utkaldipiké and Dipaka, of the 19th April, notice with 


lens ts kek regret the appearance of influenza in Cuttack, 


and report that a large proportion of the po- 
pulation of the town have succumbed to its influence. 


63. The Utkaldipikd, of the 19th April, continues its article on the 
The Bengal Tenancy Act in Orissa, 71888 settlement, and decides positively against 
the proposal of Mr. Finucane to extend 
Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act (Act VIII of 1885) to those 
portions of Orissa that may from time to time be brought under survey. It 
writes against the application of the whole Act or of any portion of it to Orissa, 
alleging as one of its chief reasons thatits provisions are not more favour- 
able than those of the Acts in force in that province on the subject to the 
interests of the landlords and tenants residing there. As a practical illus- 
tration of its remark it refers to sections 6 to 11 of Bengal Act VIII of 
1879, compares their provisions with those of sections 104 to 108 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, and says that Act VIII of 1879, by referring the 
plaintiff and the defendant to the Civil Court, ensures an impartial adminis- 
tration of justice by a disinterested Court, whereas Act VIII of 1885 makes 
the Settlement Officer the Judge of his own measures and proceedings in 
the first instance, and where an appeal is preferred to the Court of the 
Special J udge against the decision of the Settlement Officer, it makes the 
state of things less satisfactory, as the special Judge is most likely to be 4 
Revenue Officer. It is true that appeals against the decisions of the Special 
Judges are admissible in the High Court, but the proviso to section 108 
materially restricts the exercise of its powers by the High Court. 
64, The Urtya and Navasamvdd, of the 28rd April, and the Dipake 
wi ie and Utkaldtpikd, of the 26th April, expres? 
bhunga temple suse in the Dur- great satisfaction at the resolution of Govern- 


ment on the Durbhunga temple case. The 
Dipaka says that the matter would have escaped the notice of the Bengal 


Government, but for its introduction into the debates of the Britis 
Parliament. The Utkal Dipiké adds that the Government Resolution » 
silent about the measure of damages and about the compensation to be pal 
for damages done to the temple, and that is why the proprietors of th 
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temple have brought an action for loss against Mr. Beadon in the civil 
court. ie 
65. Alluding to the Talpada scarcity in Balasore, the Samvddvdhiké, 


of the 24th April, expresses great confidence 
in the resources of Mr. Cornish’s fertile 
genius, and remarks that he is quite equal to 
the occasion, as is proved by his collecting subscriptions sufficient for the 
present to tide over the difficulties. 

66. The Utkaldipikd, of the 26th April, regrets to notice that the 


ia acai quantity of rain in the Cuttack district durin 
cp cucqaamanmiaecas the last few weeks has been very small, an 


that this has become a general complaint of the agricultural population of 
that district. 


67. In adverting to the cong My cattle, reported above (see 
iain Ui paragrap , the same paper suggests as 
—— sa a remedial measure that the disposal of the 
skins of dead cattle in their respective jurisdictions may be made over to 
Municipalities and District Boards where they exist. 
68. Learning that the Government of the Punjab has issued a cir- 


. __ ular stating that no police officer below the 

_A police citcular of the Punjab age of 85 would be entitled to marry, the 

Dipaka, of the 26th April, questions the 

policy of interference of Government, however well-meaning it may be, and 
urges @ judicious reconsideration of the circular. 


69. The same paper draws the attention of the public to the 


| dilapidated condition of the roof of the board- 
wee College boarding- ing institution in connection with the 


Ravenshaw College in Cuttack, and appeals 
for its repairs to their noble sense of charity. 
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